HAROLD WEISBERG 

7627 Old Receiver Rd. ^ 
Frederick, MD 21702 


llr. Court land Iiilloy f YlM<r<y d/l/94 

Tlie tfasliington Post 
1150 15 St., Illf 
Washington, PC 20071 

Dear %. lA illoy, 

Tf you v/ere not a black writer on whose word other blacks depend I*d not take tliis 

X 

time at 01 and in impaired health. Which explains my typing, for which I apologise. 

Are you as a concori/yblaolc willing to allow tho assassination of fir. King to be 
regarded a 3 solve ^/litliout any trial at all and with the accused iaan claiming he did not 
do it and was coerced into accepting a guilty plea? 

Have you an./ basis in fact for what your diatribe in today* s Post really is? 

Have you wade any effort to learn wliat fact there is, fact that is established in 


th‘ . American way, in open court and subject to cross-examination? 

I presume that you wrote your column off the top of your head, without seeking any 
information. You would have found it in tho Post*s morgue. Check if for 1974. ©r if Paul 
Valentine is still witii tho Post in Baltimore, call liirn jtp. He was there and if his 
recollection is clear enough he 1 11 tell you tliat in ttiosc two weeks of evidentiary 


hearing Ray was exculpated and the phony liberal judge held tliat guilt or innocence 

&& immaterial on wliat wa 5 beffere him - whether Ray would get a trial. 

^ou refer to a ‘’new trial.** He liad none and he seeks one, 

I \ /anted our system to work. I did not want a legal lynching when a man like 

tang was assassinated. .1 arranged for Ray to have pr o bon o counsel and I was his in- 
vestigator. 1 conducted the habeas corpus investigation tliat succeeded. I then conducted 
the investigation for the hearing tliat was to determine whether Ray would get^tlie trial 
ho never had. Jim Lesar (575-1924) was tho {junior member of tho legal end c5:if tlr defense, 
l^e also did /Oios t of the work at the hearings. He and x both have transcripts. 1 ou are 
welcome to read mine whenever you may want to. 

Jim and ~ liad two days for discovery before the hearings. Chief counsel was abroad* 

He lias since died* With what we got in those two hectic days we divided tho preparation 


for the hearing tliis way: Jim would do the law and i would do the fact. 

Percy Foreman, then the country* s most famous criminal lawyer, was the one who did 
coerce xi o . y into the guilty plea. It fell to me to prove that" Ray had not had the effective 
assistance of counsel, one of the two bases of his claim to a trial. How does one prove 
tliat thejeountry* s most famous criminal lawyer did not do his job? I decided that the only 
wajj. to do that was to in effect put the case on tliat Foreman failed to do. And, subject 
to cross-examination by tfie State of Kentucky, whose assistant attorney general threatened 
me in the presence of another for wliat l was doing, we did exculpate Ray. U^der better 
C 0 nditionu;e coni ’ liavo done it more effectively. Jim sometimes liad to question witnesses 


2 


he'd never laid eyes on, based on suggestions I typed for him during the wee hours when 
he had to bo woriimg on something else. But despite that v/e did put on so persuasive an 
exculpatory case the judge had to say that guilt or innocence w^fe immaterial to whether 


of not ho would order a trial for fe£ay. and ly\ the facg of all the evidence he hold tliat 

Bay's counsel had rendered effective assistance and tliat they did not liave the very cbv 

obFviouri conflicts of interest they all did have, (ills' ear |ier counsel was Atthur u anes, 

/? * II I gyvw/i r 

Birmingliau' s mayor when those dog., and firehoses were jmrned on demon 
In all tlio months foreman represent td ($ay fine 


ft ^ ii l » 

str atlng ”blacdcs\ ) 


5 pent only 10 hours with liim and he 

spent much of tliat little time trying to persuade him to agee to cop a plea for the 

, d 

crime Bay insisted lie did not commit* He finally got u ay to do it by threatening his 
family. The Stateiiaxdx and the FBI could not place ^ay at the scene of the crime at the 
time of the crime* i proved he was not there, with witnesses who withstood cross- exami- 
nation* I also proved that the crime could not liavo been perpetrated as the State and 
the FBI claimed it was* 

At the time I made the effort I did there was only one way to try to solve the 
King assassination so tliat the people could be satisfied and tliat was to get a trial 
for /^ay. It remains the only possible way, only now he must produce" new evidence." 

Undei^ennessee law he could invoked the "new ttfial" provision within yO days if he 
entered a plea but he could not do tliat if convicted by a jury. ^>o, knowing tliat he had 
to get rid of Foreman, who had his own complications to worry ( about, he finally did 
agree to the pica and as you know, as soon as it was physically possible did notify the 
judge of liis intention to seek a "new" trial* If the judge had not dropped dead of a 
heart attack while going over those very papers Ray would have had a trial, automatically, 
from the course he opted. The law was rewritten in cctf.rt later when a new jud/je held tliat 
the law could bo inVoked only by-* the tj/ral judge, who was safely dead. 

Later I sued the government under FOIA for its records* I got about 60,000 ages that . 
not a single black lias ever cone hereto look at* 1- makfe them all available to all wri^ng 
in tills field or about the JFK assassination, relating to wliicli 1 have many more reocords* 
Lawson knows about that hearing and what we Adduced at it. tou arc quite unfair to 

him. 

There could bo one lielkuva book in what. ? -have. The main reason I've devoted myself 

to the work I can do on the JFK assassination is black indifference, 
y *1 

ou have also been inf air to your trusting readers and I believe to yourself. 

fa Valentine knows me from the past. So does Gardner, who is off writing a book. Of 

those ou the Post now who can /jive ycH oil idea of wliat I have and do, I tliinlc tliat on 

Outlook Jeff 11 rank and in rc earch Anne Eisele may be willing to. 

Sincerely, SJUJVif /(Ml ^ 
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^arold deisberg 


